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PEOPLE called METHOPDISTS, &c. 


I. 1. 1 Am not fond of ſaying the ſame thing over and 
over: eſpecially when I have ſo many things 
to ſay, that the day of life (which with me 1s far ſpent) 
is not likely to ſuffice for them. But in ſome cales, it 
is needful for you that I ſhould: and then it is not 
rie vous to me. And it may be beſt to ſpeak freely and 
fully at once, that there may be the leſs need of ſpeak- 
ing on this head hereafter, 

2. When we look into the bible with any attention, 
and then look round into the world, to ſee who believes, 
and who lives according to this book; we ma 
diſcern, that the ſyſtem of practice, as well as the ſyſtem 
of truth there delivered, is torn in pieces, and ſcattered 
abroad, like the members of Abfyrtus. Every denomi- 
nation of Chriſtians retains ſome part either of Chriſtian 
truth or practice: theſe hold faſt one part, and thoſe 
another, as their fathers did before them, What is the 
duty, mean time, of thoſe who deſire to follow the 
whole word of God? Undouhtedly to gather up all theſe 
Fragments, that, if poſſible, nathing be lyſt : with all dili- 
gence to follow all thoſe we lee about us, ſo far as 
they follow the bible: and to join together in one 
ſcheme of truth and practice, what almoſt all the world 
put aſunder, | 

3. Many years ago, I obſerved ſeveral parts of Chriſ- 
tian practice among the people called Quakers, TWO 

things J particularly * among them, a 
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of ſpeech, and plainneſs of dreſs, I willingly adopted 
both with ſome reſtrictions, and particularly plainneſs 
of dreſs: the ſame I recommended to you, when God 
firſt called you out of the world; and after the addition 
of more than twenty years' experience, 1 recommend 

it to you ſtill. | 
4.̃. But before II go any farther, I muſt intreat you, in 
the name of God, be open to conviction. Whatever 
 Prejudices you have contracted- from education, cuſtom, 
or example, diveit yourſelves of them, as far as poſſible. 
Be willing to receive light either from God or man: do 
not ſhut your eyes againſt it. Rather, be glad to 
ſee more than you did before; to have the eyes of your 
underſtanding opened. Receive the truth in the love 
thereof, and you will have reaſon to bleſs God for ever. 


II. 1. Not that I would adviſe you to imitate the 
N called Quakers, in thoſe little particularities of 
dreſs, which can anſwer no poſſible end, but to diſtin- 
guiſh them from all other people. To be fingular, 
merely for fingularity's fake, is not the part of a chriſ- 
tian. I do not thereſcre adviie you to wear a hat of ſuch 
dimenſions, or à coat of a particular form, Rather, 
in things that are abſolutely indiflerent, that are of no 
conſequence at all, humility and courteſy require you 
to conform to the cuſtoms of your country, | | 

2, But I adviſe you to imitate them, Firſt, in the 
neatne/s of their apparel, This is highly to be com- 
mended, and quite ſuitable to your chriſtian calling, 
Let all your apparel therefore be as clean, as your 
ſituation in life will allow, It 1s certain, the 3 
cannot be ſo clean as they would, as having little 
change of raiment. But let even theſe be as clean as 
they can, as care and diligence can keep them. 
Indeed they have particular need ſo to be; becauſe 
cleanlineſs is one great branch of frugality. It is 
likewiſe more conducive to health, than is generall 
conſidered. Let the poor then eſpecially labour to be 
clean, and provoke thoſe of higher rank to jealouſy, 

3. 1 adviſe you to imitate them, Secondly, in the 
plainneſ of their apparel. In this are implied two 
things; 1, That your apparel be cheap, not Ren: 
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far cheaper than others in your circumſtances wear, 
or than you would wear, if you knew not God ; 
2. That it be grave, not gay, airy, or ſhowy; not in 
the point of the faſhion, And thele eaſy rules may 
be applicd both to the materials, whereof it 1s made, 
and the manner wherein it is made or put on. 


4. Would you have a farther rule with reſpett to 
both? Then take one, which you may always carry 


in your boſom: Do every thing herein with a ſingle 


eye;” and this will direct you in every circumſtance, 


Loet a ſingle intention to pleaſe God preſcribe, both 


what cloathing you ſhall buy, and the manner wherein 
it ſhall be made, and how you ſhall put on and wear 
it. To expreſs the ſame thing in other words; let all 
you do, in this reſpect, be ſo done, that you may 
offer it to God, a ſacrifice acceptable through Chiiſt 
Jeſus: ſo that, conſequently, it may increaſe your 
reward, and brighten your crown in heaven, And 
ſo it will do, if it be agreeable to chriſtian humility, 
ſeriouſneſs, and charity. | 

5. Shall I be more particular ſtill? Then I exhort 


all thoſe, who defire me to watch over their ſouls, Wear 
no gold, (whatever officers of ſtate may do; or ma- 


giſtrates, as the enſign of their office) no pearls, or 
precions ſtones: uſe no curling of hair, or coſtly 
— how grave ſoever. I adviſe thoſe, who are 
able to receive this ſaying, Buy no velvets, no filks, 
no fine linen, no 3 no mere ornaments, 
though ever ſo much in faſhion, Wear nothing, 
though you have it already, which is of a glaring 
colour, or which is in any kind gay, gliſtering, ſhowy ; 


nothing made in the very height of the faſhion, 


nothing apt to attract the eyes of the by-{tanders, I 
do not adviſe women to wear rings, ear-rings, neck- 
laces, lace, (of whatever kind or colour,) or ruffles, 
which by little and little may eaſily ſhoot out from 
one to twelve inches deep. Neither do I adviſe men, 
to wear coloured waiſtcoats, ſhining ſtockings, 
glittering or coſtly buckles or buttons, either on their 
coats, or in their ſleeves, any more than gay, faſhion- - 


able, or expenſive perukes. It is true, theſe are 


little, very little things; therefore they are not worth 
5 A3 | defending: 


* 


defending: therefore give them up, let them drop, 
throw them away without another word. Elſe a 
little needle may cauſe much pain in your fleſh, a 
little ſelf-indulgence much hurt to Four ſoul, 

III. 1. For the preceding exhortation I have the 
authority of God in clear and expreſs terms. *I will, 
that women (and by parity of oy vg men too) adorn 
themſelves in modeſt apparel, with ſhamefacedneſs and 
ſobriety, not with broudered (curled) hair, or gold, or 
pearls, (one kind of precious ſtones, which was then 
molt in uſe, put for all,) or cofily apparel, but (which 
becometh women profeſſing godlineſs) with good works, 
Again, || Whoſe adorning let it not be that outward 
adorning of plaiting (curling) the hair, and of wearing 
of gold, or of putting on of apparel, But let it be—the 
ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, which is, in the 
fight of God, of great price, Nothing can be more 
expreſs: the wearing of gold, of precious ſtones, and 
of coſtly apparel, together with curling of hair, is 
here forbidden by name: nor is there any reſtriction 
made, either here, or in any other ſcripture. Who- 
ever thereſore ſays, There is no harm in theſe 
things,“ may as well ſay, „There is no harm in 
ſtealing or adultery.” | 8 

2. There is ſomething peculiarly obſervable in the 
manner, wherein both St. Peter and St. Paul ſpeak of 
theſe things. Let not your adorning (ſays St. Peter ) be 
that outward udorning but let it be the ornament of a 
meek and quiet ſpirit, The latter clauſe is not added 
barely to fill up the ſentence, but with ſtrong and 
weighty reaſon, For there is a direct contrariety (as 
little as we may ſuſpect it) between that outward, and 
this inward adorning: and that, both with regard to 
their ſource, and with regard to their tendency. As 
to their ſource, all that adorning ſprings from nature; 
a meek and quiet ſpirit from grace: the former, from 
conforming to our own will, and the will of man; 
the latter from conformity to the will of God. And 
as to their tendency, nothing more directly tends to 


* x Tim. ii 9, 10. I Pet, iii. 3, 4. 
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deſtroy meekneſs and quietneſs of ſpirit than all that 
outward adorning, whereby we leck to commend our- 
ſelves to men, and rot to God, For this cheriſhes all 
thoſe paſſions and tempers, which overthrow the 
quiet of every ſoul, wherein they dwell. 

g. Let them adorn themfelves, ſaith St. Paul, not with 
curling of hair, or with gold, pearls, or cofily apparel, 
but (which becometh women profeſhng godlineſs) with 
good works, The latter clauſe is here likewiſe added 


for plain and weighty reaſons, For: 1. That kind of 


adorning cannot ſpring from godlineſs, from either 
the love or fear of God, from a deſire of conformin 


to his will, or from the mind which was in Chril 


Jeſus. 2. It no way tends to increaſe godlineſs; it is 
not conducive to any holy temper. But g. It mani- 


_ feſtly tends to deſtroy ſeveral of the tempers moſt 


eſſential to godlineſs. It has no friendly influence on 
humility; whether we aim at pleaſing others or our- 


ſelves hereby. Either in one caſe or the other it will 


rather increaſe pride or vanity than lowlineſs of heart, 
It does not at all miniſter to the ſeriouſneſs, which 
becomes a ſinner born to die. It is utterly inconſiſtent 
with ſimplicity: no one uſes it merely to pleaſe God. 
Whoever acts with a ſingle eye, does all things to be 
ſeen and approved of God; and can no more drefs, 


than he can pray, or give alms, to be ſeen of men. 


4. O! but one may be as humble in velvet and 
embroidery, as another is in ſackcloth,” True: for 
a perſon may wear ſackcloth, and have no humility 
at all. The heart may be filled with pride and vanity, 
whatever the raiment be. Again; women under the 
yoke of unbelieving parents or huſbands, as well as 
men in office, may, on ſeveral occaſions, be conſtrained 
to put on gold, or coſtly apparel. And in caſes of 


this kind, plain experience ſhews, that the baleful _ 


influence of it is ſuſpended, Sa that, wherever it is 
not our choice, but our croſs, it may conſiſt with 
godlineſs, with a meek and quiet ſpirit, with lowli- 
neſs of heart, . with ghriſtian ſeriouſneſs, But it 1s 


not true, that any one can chuſe this from a fingle 


eye to pleaſe God; or, conſequently, without ſuſ- 
taining great loſs, as to lowlineſs and every other 
chriſtian temper. | 


3. But 
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5. But however this be, can you be adorned at the 
fame time with coſtly apparel, and with good works? 


That 1s, in the ſame degree as you might have been, 
had you beſtowed leſs coſt on your apparel? You 


know this is impoſſible ; the more you expend on the 
P y P 


one, the leſs you have to expend on the other. Coſt- 


lineſs of apparel, in every branch, is therefore im- 
mediately, directly, inevitably deſtructive of good 
works. You ſee a brother, for whom Chriſt died, 
ready to periſh for want of needful cloathing. You 
would give it him gladly; but alas! it 2s corban, 
whereby he might have been profited. It is given already, 
not indeed for the ſervice of God, not to the treaſury 
of the temple; but either to pleaſe the folly of others, 


or to feed vanity, or the luſt of the eye in yourſelf, 


Now, (even ſuppoſe theſe were harmleſs tempers, yet) 
what an unſpeakable loſs is this, if it be really true, 
that every man ſhall receive his own reward, according 
to his own labour ! If there is indeed a reward in 


heaven for every work of faith, for every degree of 


the labour of love! 
2dly. 1. As to the advice ſubjoined, it is eaſy to 
obſerve, that all thoſe ſmaller things are, in their 
degree, liable to thE ſame objections as the greater, 
If they are gay, ſhowy, pleaſing to the eye, the 
putting them on does not ſpring from a ſingle view to 
pleaſe, God, It neither flows from, nor tends to ad- 
vance a meek and quiet ſpirit, It does not ariſe from, 
nor any way promote real, vital godlineſs, . 
2. And if they are in any wiſe coſtly, if they are 
urchaſed with any unneceſſary expence, they cannot 
5 in proportion to that expence, be deſtructive of 
good works. Of conſequence, they are deſtructive 
of that charity, which is fed thereby; hardening our 
heart againſt the cry of the poor and needy, by 
inuring us to ſhut up our bowels of compaſſion toward 
them. ho | | 
3. At leaſt, all unneceſſary expences of this kind, 


whether ſmall or great, are ſenſeleſs and fooliſh, This 
we may defy any man living to get over, if he allows 


there is another world. For there is no reward in 
heaven for laying out your money in ornaments, or 
| | coſtly 
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coſtly apparel: whereas you may have an een. | 


reward, for whatever you expend on earth, 

4. Conſider this more cloſely. Here are two ways 
ee of laying out ſuch a ſum of money. I may 
ay it out in expenſive apparel for myſelf, or in 
neceſlary cloathing for my neighbour. The former 
will pleaſe my own eye, or that of others; the latter 
will pleaſe God. Now ſuppoſe there were no more 
harm in one than in the other, in that which pleaſes 
man, than in that which pleaſes God: is there as 
much good in it? If they are _— innocent, are 
they equally wiſe? By the one, I gratify the deſire 
of the eye, and gain a pleaſure that periſhes in the 
uſing: by the other, I gain a larger ſhare of thoſe 
PR that are at God's right hand for evermore, 
By the former, I obtain the applauſe of man; by the 


latter, the praiie of God. In this way, I meet with 


the admiration of fools: in that, I hear from the judge 
of all, Well done, good and faithful ſervant! Enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

5, Brethren, whatever ye are accounted by men, I 
would not have you fools in God's account. Walk ye 
circumſhectiy, not as fools, but as wiſe; not in thoſe 
ways which God may poffubly forgive, (to put things in 
the moſt favourable light;) but in thoſe which he 
will certainly reward. In wickedneſs be ye children ſtill; 


but in underſtanding be ye men. I want to {ee a viſible 


body of people, who are a ſtanding example of this 


wiſdom ; a pattern of doing all things, great and ſmall, 


with an eye to God and eternity, 


IV. 1. But we may be aſſured, the wiſdom of the 
world will find out abundance of objettions to this. 
Accordingly it is objected, firit, If God has given 
us plentiful fortunes, if we are placed in the higher 
ranks of life, we mult act ſuitable to our fortune, We 
ought then to dreſs according to our rank, that 1s, in 
gold and coſtly apparel.“ Not to infiſt, that none of you 
are of this rank, 1 anſwer, where is this written? Our 


Saviour once occaſionally ſaid, Behold, they who wear © 


gorgeous (ſplendid) apparel, are in king's courts: but he 
does not ſay, they ought to be even there; he neither 
| enjoins, 
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enjoins, nor countenances it, And where is this 
either enjoined or allowed by him or any of his 
apoſtles? Bring me plain, ſcriptural proof for your 
aſſertion, or I cannot allow it. 


2. But did not God give expreſs command by 
Moſes, that ſome even among his choſen people ſhould 


be adorned in the moſt exquiſite manner, with ts. 
and precious ſtones and coſtly array?” Indeed he 


id: 


he expreſsly commanded this with regard to Aaron, 


and his ſucceſſors in the high prieſthood, But to this 


I anſwer firſt, this direction which God gave, with 


regard to the Jewiſh high-prieſt, can certainly affect 


no perſon in England, unleſs the archbiſhop of Canter- 


bury, 
_ precedent, 


And I apprehend, he does not plead the 
Secondly, the Jews and we are under 


different diſpenſations, 
Moſaic diſpenſation was chiefly viſible and external : 
whereas the glory of the chriſtian diſpenſation is of 


an inviſible and ſpiritual nature, 


The 


glory of the whole 


g. *But what then are gold and precious ſtones 
for? Why have they a Þ 


if I fay I cannot tell ? 


lace in the creation?” What 
here are abundance of things 


in the creation, which 1 do not know the uſe of, 
What are crocodiles, lions, tigers, ſcorpions for? Why 
have ſo many poiſons a place in the creation? Some 


of them are for medicine: but whatever they are for, 


in whatever manner they may be uſeful, they are 
certainly not to be uſed in ſuch a manner as God has 
expreſsly ſorbidden, | | 

4. But if they were not thus adorned, kings and 
generals would be deſpiſed by their ſubjects and 
ſoldiers.” Suppoſing they would, that is nothing to 


you; for you are neither kings nor generals. But it 1s 


abſolutely certain, they would not, if they were not 


== pry on other accounts. 


If they are valiant and 


wile, they will never be deſpiſed for the plainneſs of 
their dre!s, Was ever general or king more eſteemed 
or beloved by his ſubje&s and ſoldiers, than king 
Charles of Sweden? And 'tis ſure, he wore no gold or 
coltly apparel, not ſo much as a common officer. 
But we need not go fo many years back. Who 1s the 


prince tliat is now honoured and beloved bot 


h by his b 
ſubjects 


like other people?“ 


* ] 
ſubjeAs and ſoldiers, far beyond any other king or 


general in Europe? There is no need to repeat his 
name. But does he gain tliis honour and love by the 


coſtlineſs of his apparel? So far from it, that he 


rarely uſes any other dreſs, than the uniform of his 


own guards, | 


3. But if all men were to dreſs like him, how 
would tradeſmen live?” I anſwer, 1. God certainly 
conſidered this, or ever he gave theſe commands. 
And he would never have given them, had he not 
ſeen, that if they were univerſally obſerved, men in 

eneral would hve better than they otherwiſe could ; 

etter in this world, as well as that to come. But, 2. 
there is no danger at all, that they ſhould be univerſally 


obſerved, Only a little flock in any civilized nation 


will obſerve them, till the knowledge of God covers 
the earth. 3. If thoſe who do obſerve them, employ 
the money they thus ſave in the moſt excellent manner, 
then a part of what before only ſerved to fat a few rich 
tradeſmen for hell, will ſuffice to feed and clothe and 
employ many _ that ſeek the kingdom of heaven, 
4. And how will thole tradeſmen themſelves live? The 

will live like men, by honeſt labour, moſt of whom 
before live like ſwine, wallowing in all gluttony and 
ſenſuality, But, 5. This is all mere trifling, It is 
only a copy of your countenance, For it is not this, 
it is not a regard to trade, or the good of the nation, 


that makes you diſobey God, No: it is pride, vanity, 


or ſome other ſinful temper, which 1s the real cauſe 
of theſe ſinful actions. . 

6. But we cannot carry on our own trade without 
dreſſing like other people.” If you mean only con- 
forming to thoſe cuſtoms of your country, that are 
neither gay, nor _—_— why ſhould you not «dreſs 

really think you ſhould. Let 
an Engliſhman dreſs like other Engliſhmen; not like 
a Turk or a Tartar. Let an Engliſh woman dreſs like 


other Engliſh women; not like a French woman or a 


German. But if you mean conformity to them in 
what God has forbidden,” the anſwer is ready at 
hand. If you can't carry on your trade without 
breaking God's command, you mult not carry it — 
| ut 
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But I doubt the fact: I know no trade which may 
not be carried on by one who uſes plain and modeſt 
apparel, I fear, therefore, this too is but a copy of 
your countenance: you love theſe things, and there- 
fore think. them neceſſary. Your heart carries away 
your judgment : if you were not fond of them, you 
would never dream of their neceſlity, 

7. In one ſingle caſe theſe things may be neceſſary, 
that is, unavoidable; namely, that of women who 
are under the yoke of ſelf-willed, unreaſonable huſ- 
bands or parents. Such may be conſtrained to do in 
ſome degree, what otherwiſe they would not. And 
they are blameleſs herein, if 1. They ule all poſlible 
means, arguments, intreaties, to be excuſed from it; 
and when they cannot prevail, 2, Do it juſt ſo far as 
they are conſtrained, and no farther, | 


V. 1. And now, brethren, what remains, but that 
I belvech you, who are not under the voke, who are 


under God, the directors of your own actions, to ſet 
prejudice, obſtinacy, faſhion aſide; and yield to 


ſcripture, to reaſon, to truth. Suppole, as ſome 


_ aſtirm, you acted on no higher motive than to pleaſe 


me herein, I know not that you would have need to 


be aſhamed; even this 224 might avow in the face of 


the ſun. You owe ſomething to me: perhaps it is not 
my fault, if ye owe not your fouls allo, If then you 
did an indifferent thing only on this principle, not to 

ive me any uneaſineſs, but to oblige, to comfort me 
in my labour, would you do much amiſs? How much 
more may vou be excuſed in doing what I adviſe, 
when truth, reaſon and ſcripture adviſe the ſame ? 
When the thing in queſtion is not an indifferent 
thing, but clearly determined by God himſelf? 


2, Some years ago, when I firſt landed at Savannah 


in Georgia, a gentlewoman told me, I aſſure you, 
Sir, you will ice as well-drefi a congregation on 
Sunday, as moſt you have ſeen in London,” I did ſo: 


and ſoon after I took occaſion to expound thoſe ſcrip- 


tures which relate to dreſs, and to preſs them freely. 


upon my audience, in a plain and cloſe application, 
All the time that I afterward miniſtered at Savannah, 
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I ſaw neither gold in the church, nor coſtly appare! 
But the congregation in general was almoſt conftantlyx 
cloathed in plain, clean linen or woollen, .:2 5 
3. And why ſhould not my advice, grounded on 
ſcripture and reaſon, weigh with you as much as with 
them? I will tell you why, 1. You are ſurrounded 
with ſaints of the world, perſons faſhionably, re- 
putably religious. And theſe are conſtant oppoſers 
of all, who would go farther in religion than themſelves. 
Theſe are continually warning you againſt running 


into extremes, and ſtriving to beguile you from the 


ſimplicity of the goſpel. 2. You have near you ſtill 
more dangerous enemies than theſe, Antinomians, 
whether German or Engliſh; who when any chriſtian 
practice is enforced, come in with the cuckoo's note, 
„the law, the law;” and while they themſelves 
glory in their ſhame, make you aſhamed of what 

ould be your glory. g. You have ſuffered by - falſe 
teachers of our own, who undermined the doctrine 
you had received: negatively, in public, by not in- 


ſiſting upon it, by not exhorting you to dreſs as perſons 


profeſling godlineſs: (and, not to ſpeak for a chriſtian 
duty, is in effect to ſpeak againſt it:) and poſitively 
in private, either by jeſting upon your exactneſs in 
obſerving the ſcripture-rule, er by inſinuations, which 
if you did not mind them then, yet would afterward 
weaken your ſoul; 

4. You have been, and are at this day in perils 
among falſe brethren : I mean, not only thoſe of other 
congregations, who count ſtrifineſs all one with 
bondage: but many of our own; in particular thoſe, 
who were once clearly convinced of the truth; but 
they have ſinned away that convittion themſelves, 
and now endeavour to harden others againſt it: at 


Jeaſt, by example: by returning again to the folly, from 


which they were once clean eſcaped. But what is 
the example of all mankind, when it runs counter to 
ſcripture and reaſon? I have warned you a thouſand 
times not to regard any example, which contraditts.. 
reaſon or ſcripture, If it ever ſhould be (pray that it 
- may 
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may not be; but if it ever ſhould) that I or my 
brother, my wife, or his, or all of us together, ſhould 
ſet an example contrary to ſcripture and reaſon: EF 
intreat you, regard it not at all; {till let ſcripture and 
reaſon prevail. | | . 
5. You who have paſſed the morning, perhaps the 
noon of life, who. find the ſhadows of the evening 


approach, ſet a better example to thoſe that are to 


come, to the now-riling generation. With you the 
day of life is far ſpent: the night of death is at hand. 
You have no time to loſe: fee that you redeem eve 
moment that remains. Remove every thing out of the 
way, be it ever fo ſmall (though indeed gay or coſtly 
apparel is not ſo) that might any ways obſtruct your 
lowlineſs and meekneſs, your ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit, 
your ſingle intention to gloriſy God, in all your 


thoughts and words and actions. Let no needleſs ex- 


pence hinder your being in the higheſt degree you 
poſſibly can, rich in good works. Ready to diſtribute, 


willing to communicate, till you are cloathed with glory: 


and immortality. 

Our carcaſes will ſoon fall into the duſt ; then let 
the ſurvivors adorn them with flowers, Mean time- 
let us regard thoſe ornaments only, that will accompany 
us into enternity. c | 
6. You that are in the morning of your days, either 
your form is agrecable,. or it is not. If it is not, do 
not make your perſon remarkable; rather let it lie hid 
in common apparel. On every account, it 1s your 
wiſdom to recommend yourſeH to the eye of the 
mind; but eſpecially to the eye of God, who reads 

the ſecrets of your hearts, and in whole fight the in- 
cCorruptible ornaments alone are of great price. But 
if you would recommend yourſelf by drefs, is an 
thing comparable to plain neatneſs? What kind of 

erſons are thoſe, to whom you could be recommended 
by gay or coſtly apparel? None that are any way 
likely to make you happy: this pleaſes only the 
ſillieſt and worſt of men. At molt, it gratifies only 


the ſillieſt and worſt principle in thoſe who are of a 


nobler character. 
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before, by additional provocations to lu 


7. To you, whom God has intruſted with a more- 


pleaſing form, thoſe ornaments are quite needleſs, 


„ The adorning thee with fo much ar 
Is but a barbarous ſkill: | 
*Tis like the poiſoning of a dart, 
Too apt before to kill.” | 


That is, to expreſs ourſelves in plain Engliſh, without 


any figure of poetry, it only tends to drag them faſter 
into death everlaſting, who were going faſt enough 

, or at leaſt, 
inordinate affection. Did you actually defegn to raiſe 
either of theſe, in thoſe who looked upon you? 
What! while you and they were in the more im- 
mediate preſence of God? What profaneneſs and in- 
humanity mixt together! But if you deſigned it not, 
did you not foreſee it? You might have done ſo 
without any extraordinary ſagacity. Nay, I did 
not care or think about it.” And do you fay this by 
way of excuſe? You ſcatter abroad arrows, firebrands 


and death and do not care or think about it! 


8. O let us walk more charitably and more wiſel 


for the time to come! Let us all caſt aſide from this 


very hour, whatever does not become men and women 
profeſſing godlineſs : whatever does not ſpring from the 
love and fear of God, and miniſter thereto, Let our 


_ ſeriouſneſs ſhine before men, not our drefs: let all who. 


fee us know that we are not of this world, Let our 
adorning be that which fadeth not away, even righte- 
ouſneſs and true holineſs. If ye regard not weakening 
my hands and grieving my ſpirit, yet grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God. Do you aſk, © But what ſhall L 
do with the gay or coftly apparel, and with the orna- 


ments I have already? Muſt I ſuffer them to be loſt ? 


Ought I not to wear them now I have them ?” I an- 
ſwer, there is no loſs like that of uſing them; wearing, 
them 1s. the greateſt loſs of all. But what then ſhalt 
thou do with them? Burn them rather than wear 
them; throw them into the depth of the ſea. Or if 
thou canſt with a clear conſcience, ſell them, and give 
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the money to them that want. But buy no more at... | 
the peril of thy ſoul, Now be a faithful ſteward, *% 
After providing for thoſe of thine own houſhold : 
things needful for life and godlineſs, feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, relieve the ſick, the priſoner, the 
ſtranger, with all that thou haſt, Then ſhall God 
clothe-thee with glory and honour in the preſence of 
men and angels: and thou ſhalt fhine as the brightneſs | 
of the fermament, yea, as the ſtars for ever and ever. 4 
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